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Mission 
The mission of the Louisville Science Center is to encourage people of all ages to enjoy science, math and 

technology in a stimulating and engaging environment that is educational as well as entertaining.  

 

 

Core Purpose 
Science Matters!  Science literacy empowers society and individuals to excel in the 21

st
 century. At Louisville 

Science Center, we liberate and cultivate the fundamental human curiosity that leads to science literacy. We are 

ambassadors of scientific values who make science personal, fun, participatory and relevant. We do science. 

 

 

Summary of Programs and Accomplishments: 2008-2009 
Fiscal Year 2008-2009 began with the retirement of long-time Executive Director, Gail Becker, in August 2008. Ms. 

Becker accomplished many things during her 17-years at the helm of the organization; most notably transforming 

40,000+ square feet of museum, office and storage space into what you see today – a science center bursting with 

hands-on, fun and engaging exhibits, laboratories and demonstration space. These things were the perfect 

foundation for incoming Executive Director, Joanna Haas, to enhance and activate with a robust programmatic 

platform. Ms. Haas, a Kentucky native who most recently was Executive Director of the Carnegie Science Center in 

Pittsburgh, PA, joined the Louisville Science Center team in September 2008. 

 

Ms. Haas was introduced to the community and constituents of the Science Center through a variety of 

conversations, events and special programs. Each conversation and interaction helped shape what Science Center 

staff, volunteers and board members would work together to do next, which was to organize themselves around a 

new science literacy platform referred to as, “Science Matters.”  

 

The basis of the new platform was to engage individuals with science and to make science a way of life for people 

of all ages. The Science Center – which had grown to become a local regional and national leader in science – 

began to seek ways to expand its capacity as a community and regional resource for encouraging others to think 

more creatively, effectively problem solve, be open-minded, ask good questions and challenge the status quo for 

the benefit of all.  

 

Visitors almost immediately began to see and experience changes inspired by the Science Matters platform. To 

start, IMAX Theatre films changed with more frequency and concessions were introduced for the first time. Two 

upgrades to permanent exhibit galleries also occurred during fiscal year 2009: a new interactive kiosk was added to 

The World Around Us exhibit gallery addressing coal, uses of coal, energy and energy demands. The second exhibit 

upgrade brought a new water table experience to our early learner audience.  KidZone, the Science Center’s area 
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for children age 7 and younger, has been popular for several generations and the water table enhancement 

offered  learning experiences based on the properties of water: liquid, solid and gas.  

 

Special events for the year included two annual Science Center traditions: Science with a Twist (fall 2008) and 

ThunderBlast (spring 2009). The idea of hosting adult events at the Science Center to participate in conversations 

based around timely science topics was also introduced this year. To that end, in October 2008, the Science Center 

partnered with Hanover College’s Capstone Series to host Zahi Hawass – head of Egypt’s Supreme Council of 

Antiquities. Guests visited the Science Center, viewed the IMAX film “Mummies: Secrets of the Pharaohs” and then 

heard from Hawass. The next event occurred in February 2009 when the Science Center partnered with local film 

producer Gill Holland to show his documentary titled, Flow, a film about the world’s water crisis. The film was 

shown in the IMAX Theatre and then followed by a conversation featuring a panel of local individuals and 

organization working in and around the water crisis.   

 

Hands-on activities for visitors occurred on a daily basis throughout the exhibit galleries. Long-time “fan-favorites” 

like members-only mornings in KidZone continued, while new programs such as “Messy Afternoons” were 

introduced. The AT&T Virtual Science Challenge (launched in June 2008) encouraged Kentucky students in grades 

5-10 to use video to share their own unique, creative solutions to science challenges. Each participant uploaded 

their videos to a website; after a panel of judges reviewed all videos, winners were announced at an award 

ceremony in October 2008.  

 

After a hiatus of approximately ten years, science camps were reintroduced to members, friends, supporters and 

community residents in December 2008. Winter-time campers learned about “cool science” and “movie magic.” 

Great feedback from winter camp participants reinforced the decision to add a full line-up of camps to the annual 

program. During Spring Break 2009, science camps were based on a water theme and included “Ocean Friends” 

and “Vicious Fishes.” LEGO’s, the world of bugs and slugs, ickyology and mythbusting were popular themes for 

summer camps, which began in June 2009.  

 

The Science Center also ramped up visibility within the community at festivals and special events. Staff and 

volunteers facilitated science activities at the Louisville Water Company’s water festival; Kentucky Derby Festival’s 

Parade Preview; Earth Day at the Louisville Zoo; and made plans to participate in the Waterfront Independence 

Festival and Berheim Arboretum and Research Forest’s 1
st

 annual Connect event. 

 

From the design of printed materials to concessions being sold in the IMAX Theatre; from demo’s on the floor to 

activities within the community at festivals and events – the visitor’s experience and perception of the Science 

Center was being re-shaped, or in some cases shaped for the first time, from the moment they made the decision 

to interact with the Science Center and its team. Science Center team members were making science fun, 

participatory, engaging and relevant. Everyone – at all levels of the organization – had embraced the Science 

Matters platform and began serving the community as ambassadors of scientific values.  
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Below is a listing of programs, special events, exhibits and film offerings for FY-2009 

IMAX Films and Theatre: 

 Wild Ocean 

 Sea Monsters: A Prehistoric Adventure 

 Light Before Christmas 

 20
th

 Anniversary Celebration of the IMAX Theatre 

 Grand Canyon Adventure 

 Dinosaurs Alive 

 

Temporary Exhibits and Permanent Exhibit Updates: 

 Be the Dinosaur 

 Amazon Voyage: Vicious Fishes and Other Riches 

 Wild Music: Sounds and Songs of Life 

 New water table in KidZone 

 Ineractive kiosk in The World Around Us exhibit gallery 

 Science Education Wing opens  

 

Educational programs for the year included: 

 Virtual Science Challenge  

 Holiday, Spring Break and Summer Camps 

 Science Celebrations  

o World Water Week 

o National Engineers Week 

 Curious Kids Workshops - 

o Wild About Music 

o Wild About Puppets 

 Kindergarten Countdown 

 Messy Afternoons 

 Lights Energy Elves 

 Holiday Shop-n-Drop 

 

Special Events: 

 Zahi Hawaas, in partnership with Hanover College’s Capstone Series 

 Flow, featuring local film producer Gill Holland 

 ThunderBlast (April 2009) 

 Science with a Twist (November 2008) 
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Volunteers  
Science Center volunteers provide support to staff and help to make each visitor’s experience as memorable as 
possible. Volunteers fill a myriad of roles such as guiding exhibit experiences, facilitating activity stations in the 
exhibit galleries, working in the gift shop, serving as hosts in the lobby to answer questions, and even work behind 
the scenes in the collections, membership and exhibit departments. We love our volunteers!  
   

 533 Volunteers  
V Adults – 326 
V Teens- 207 

 

 13,769 Total Hours Served  
V Adults - 6,058.5 hours 
V Teens – 7,710.5 hours 

 
 

Board of Directors 
OFFICERS 

Bill Strench, Chairman 

Sterling Lapinski, Vice Chairman 

David Schaefer, Secretary/General Counsel 

Phillip Stuecker, Treasurer 

Joan Coleman, Immediate Past Chairman 

 

BOARD MEMBERS 

Jim Adams 

Tyler Allen 

Reverend Joseph Atcher 

Shawn Bailey 

Lonnie Bellar 

Turney Berry 

Jane Bowen 

Scott Brinkman 

Babs Clark 

Tim Condon 

Laura Dunbar 

Greg Fischer 

Marion Gee 

Dr. Stephanie Gibson 

Elaine Gravatte 

 Jackie Griffin 

James Hannon 

Jane Hardy 

David Holobaugh 

Riggs Lewis 

Tom Liston 

Meredith Loeb 

H. Carroll Mackin 

Twila May 

Brian Mefford 

Jerry Merritt 

Lynnie Meyer 

Lee Ann Nickerson 

Kevin Nolan 

Kathy Oyler 

David Parento 

Barry Pennybaker 

Henry Potter 

Andy Powell 

Jane Ramsey 

Barbara Sandford 

Laurie Schalow 

Barry Sharpe 

Dr. Jacqueline Simmons 

David Smith 

Stephen Solomon 

James C. Stone 

Rosann Tafel 

Carolyn Tandy 

Leslie Taylor 

Dr. Stephanie Walton 

Susan Weiss 

Jennifer Wilcox 

Mary Lou Northern 
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Financial Information 

 

 

 

Net Assets 

Unrestricted 8,765,072 

Temporarily Restricted 667,082 

Permanently Restricted 407,507 

Total Net Assets 9,839,661 
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